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and in moral life, so that, just as lie consecrates her to
be his alone, so she consecrates him to be hers alone,
in person and affection. The Rabbinical Conference of
Philadelphia (1869) passed, in this respect, the following
resolution :

" The bride shall no longer occupy a passive position in the
marriage contract, but a reciprocal avowal should be made by
the bridegroom and the bride, by pronouncing the same for-
mula, accompanied by an exchange of rings." (l)

The question of using two wedding rings was discussed
also in the Augsburg Jewish Synod (1871). The Synod,
however, did not think it advisable to make this inno-
vation obligatory, but only declared it to be permissible
and optional. The resolution passed on this subject
reads as follows :

"In the act of concluding marriage, after the bridegroom
having given unto the bride a ring with the words,' Be thou
wedded to me by this ring,' it is permitted that the bride like-
wise give unto him such a ring with corresponding words." (2)

5.   THE   FORMULA  OF  THE   WEDDING-   CEREMONY.

The established formula of the wedding ceremony is :

u Hare at m'kuddesheth le Vtaba-ath zu Icedath Moshe v'Yis-
roel."

In literal translation:

" Be thou sanctified (wedded) to me by this ring, according
to the law of Moses and Israel."

This formula is generally still used in the original
language. Some modern rabbis, however, prefer to use

- (i) Protokolle, p. 19 sq.
(2) Verhandlungen, pp. 30-49.